ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE
by Vernon Thomas
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Set against a backcloth of Northumbrian hills and overlooking the beautiful Vale of
Whittingham rests the village of Glanton. Like many a village in this lovely county, it
has a simple, almost accidental charm which seems to reflect the hardworking lives of its
founders. The rugged countryside bred keen and diligent farmers whose homesteads formed
the beginnings of the village. They were followed by a host of country businesses: masons,
joiners and plumbers, saddlers and blacksmiths, butchers, bakers, grocers and many others.
It is their homes, plain but strongly built, which give the place its character. Seldom is there
a flower garden at the front, though there is usually a vegetable plot at the back. Nor is there
any central village green. Such was the practical nature of our forefathers.

Front Street looking East

The earliest and most elegant houses are those
of the landowning farmers who established
themselves here in Georgian times. Glanton
House and The Villa, built in the late 17th
century, were followed in the 18th century
by Town Farm and The Mansion. Further
out from the village stand Glanton Pyke and
Shawdon Hall, whose estates provided so
much employment in Victorian times. Farms
often clustered together like this in order to
share amenities, and Glanton Hill provided
them with a spring for water and stone
for building. The spring remained the only
source of water for the village until the mid
20th century and the last stone was taken
from the quarry in 1939. Close beside the
stately farmhouses are the more functional
dwellings of the other villagers. The easy
juxtaposition of the plain and the elegant
gives the village almost hotchpotch charm.
No rigid planning governed its growth. Brick
blends in beside stone; slate roofs neighbour
pantiles and stone flags; and very often
brick chimneypots surmount stone buildings.
Constant change in the heights and slope of
the roofs provide a quaint irregularity. In
short, there is a wealth of interest to be found
in this small place.

Breamish Valley

Pyke Cottages

Mile End

Northfield Farm

SOME POINTS TO LOOK FOR
Glanton has very few architect-designed houses. Almost all were planned by the local mason
who built them. It is interesting to look for the idiosyncrasies of particular masons, and
especially their methods of dressing decorative stones for windows and door surrounds. Notice
too the different techniques for building in stone. The four main ones to be found in the village
are these:

Look at the back of the buildings as well as the fronts. Very often
some care has been taken to make the fronts attractive, if simple, but
at the back the stonework may well be rougher and there may be a
complete lack of symmetry or design of any sort in the arrangement
of windows and doors. Lastly, observe the number of houses that have
changed their function over the years. Several houses began life as
farm buildings and very many have clearly been shops at some time
for they have large shop windows instead of the ordinary house ones.
Glanton in its Victorian heyday was a thriving business community.

Random Rubble

Squared Uncoursed

Squared Coursed

Ashlar

Our guide begins at the east end of the village.

THE CAUSEWAY, SOUTH SIDE
GLANTON HOUSE
One of the most attractive houses of all. Built in 1749, it is a beautiful example of Georgianstyle building and is one of Glanton’s few architect-designed houses. Its elegant front faces
south and cannot be seen from the road, since of course it was designed not as part of a
village but as an entity on its own. Clearly the property of a wealthy person, the roofline of
the house is steep, a typical feature of Georgian buildings. In earlier times most houses had
been thatched and thatch required a steep
roof-fall to allow water to run off. In Georgian
times, though, they rarely used thatch but
architects still retained the old style of steep
sloping roofs. The stonework of the house
is very attractive, with striking cornerstones
and window surrounds. In the west wall two
windows are stone-filled, almost certainly to
avoid payment of a window tax. Beside two
of the downstairs windows can be seen crooks
for hanging shutters. By the door stands the
old boot scraper so necessary before the days
of tarmacadamed roads. These can still be
seen at a number of houses in the village. The
house stands in spacious grounds surrounded
by a substantial garden wall. In this can be
seen several changes of stonework suggesting
different periods of building. Beside the large
gate stands one very old pillar – perhaps the
original gatepost.
Glanton House from the South

DUCAT COTTAGE
This was once the coach house for Glanton House, now sympathetically
converted and with an attractive garden. It leads down to the circular
dovecot with the pointed slate roof.
The dovecot was repaired in 1994 with the help of a grant from
English Heritage. It is interesting to note the dovecots in the village.
These were feudal privileges in the 16th century and only granted to
Abbots and Lords of the Manors; this was gradually relaxed in the
17th century to include Rectors and Squires.
The reason for dovecots was to have an ample supply of fresh meat all
the year round. The science of feeding cattle and sheep through the
winter had not been discovered, all livestock being killed in October/
November except for breeding and working animals.
In 1790 the Swedish turnip came to Britain and was introduced into
the farming rotation, which allowed cattle to be kept through the
winter. This caused dovecots to become obsolete in the early 19th
century. (It was reputed that the Allgood family were one of the first
to bring the turnip into this area, growing it at Reaveley Greens,
Ingram.)
Dovecot

THE VILLA
This is another of the village’s older houses, having been built in 1693.
It may well have been so named because its style is reminiscent of
the Italian Renaissance-style villas. Like Glanton House it shows its
best face to the south. It is flanked at both ends by stable buildings;
the eastern one has an unusually designed door and has had its stone
refaced at the front. Inside the house is known to exist a hole in the
wall where Communion wine was hidden.

The Villa

ST. PETER’S CHURCH
This is the daughter church of the Parish Church at Whittingham.
Its plain exterior gives no hint of its attractive inside. Before it was
built in 1891, Anglican worshippers had to walk to Whittingham
each Sunday. St. Peter’s was consecrated for Holy Communion and
Baptism in 1922. Each year St. Peter’s Day (June 29th) is celebrated
on the Sunday nearest to it.
St. Peter’s Church

WHITTINGHAM ROAD & SOUTH VIEW
1&3 WHITTINGHAM ROAD

Whittingham Road

These houses were built in 1898 and cleverly joined on to the Red Lion farm buildings. The
fronts are attractively designed and facing west they form an interesting variation in the
line of buildings when one looks through Glanton from its west end. The back of No. 3 is
of brick as are the adjoining coalhouses and here a fascinating combination of slate, stone
and pantiled roofs can be seen. Even No. 1, which has stone both back and front, is a classic
illustration of the attention to detail at the front and the lack of it at the back. No. 1 was
built as a post office and is one of a number of dwellings in the village which have housed
the post office. At its north end once stood the village pump. It is sad to see how the small
green in front of these houses has become cluttered with telegraph poles and water hydrant
signs and even the roofline is marred by a thick cobweb of overhead wires.

THE (FORMER) RED LION HOTEL

Stone roofed building

The original building was an attractively designed Georgian-style public house. It was once
also a farmhouse and, like its Georgian neighbours, it faces south. Its western section was
most pleasing with windows in its gable end and on its south face a delightful stone portico
surrounded by symmetrically arranged windows. The east end appears to have been added
later, its roofline and its less well-spaced windows (one blocked up) detracting from the
elegant symmetry of the original. On the wall near the west end of the house can be seen an
old lamp bracket which is one of several still to be found in the village. They used to hold the
oil lamps which once lit the village and had to be lit each night by the village lamplighter.
That the Red Lion was once a farm is obvious when one looks at the back of the house. A farm
building with a stone slab roof adjoins No. 3 Whittingham Road. Nearby a set of buildings
with cartshed eyes runs east – west behind the former pub. Notice the stone buttress beside
one of the cartshed eyes. Adjoining this and running north – south is a part of the former
pub which was once a farm building as well. Nearby further buildings in brick have been
built using an old stone wall as their base. At the bottom of the Red Lion garden is a small
round stone building. Inside it there are three brick-surrounded recesses in the wall. Its
original purpose is a matter of some doubt but one suggestion is that it may have been a
summerhouse. If so, it was almost certainly one of a pair. This one is in line with the southeast corner of the original public house. The other would have been in line with the southwest corner. An arrangement of this type can be seen at a house in Holystone but there the
two summerhouses remain and they are square. The best way to see this little building is to
approach it from behind the Alndale Hall; from this vantage point one also gains a good view
of The Villa and of Glanton House and its circular dovecot.

RED LION COTTAGES
By 1988 the days of the Red Lion as a hotel were to be over. About this time all sorts of ongoing
restrictive legislation continued to be imposed on hotel owners. Alternative means of escape
had to be provided, smoke lobbies formed, self-closing fire-resistant doors, unobstructed
corridors, compartmentation, upgrading of kitchens, all had to be provided by law at the
owner’s expense within a given timescale. This sounded the death knell of many a small rural
hotel and may have been the reason why the Red Lion ceased trading.

Red Lion Cottages

In 1989 the building was converted to five self-contained living units within the limits of the
original structure and which have proved very popular. One or two have become weekend
properties or holiday lets.

ALNDALE HALL

Alndale Hall

The Hall arrived in prefabricated sections at Glanton Station on the 6th February 1904 and
they were transported to its present location. The corrugated iron structure was erected on
site by local craftsmen and members of the congregation. Work was complete and the Church
held its first service on the Whit weekend of 1904. An extension to the building was erected in
the late 1920s to house the Sunday School. The inside of the Hall has wooden partitions at the
front and back, with the rear partitions removable for larger services, weddings and funerals.
The original forms are still in the Hall, never being replaced by chairs.

FOREST VIEW
Formerly the District Nurse’s home, this pebble dashed colourwashed property appears, like
several other properties in Glanton, to be given over to weekend occupation. It continues to
enjoy extensive views to the south and west.

CUSHAT LAW
Built about 1986, a modern gable ended detached bungalow with integral garage. The
external walls are of squared reconstructed stone blocks with a textured surface laid in
courses. The pitched roof is covered with what appears to be natural slate. The property sits
squarely on a well-tended plot comparable to its size with excellent views to the south, southwest and south-east.

INVERINATE
An interesting detached chalet-style bungalow with integral double garage, built about the
same time as “Cushat Law”, probably by the same builder. The roof is covered with what again
appears to be natural slates, incorporating Velux-type skylight windows to serve the upper
rooms. Once again, the external elevations are built of squared and coursed reconstructed
stone blocks. Like “Cushat Law” adjoining it, it is a typical example of uncomplicated domestic
architecture of the late twentieth century and also enjoys extensive views beyond its welltended gardens.

THE RED CROSS CAMP
Built originally as a school for domestic science and woodwork,
this building then was used in providing holidays for the disabled.
The Red Cross first leased the property in 1958 and converted the
woodwork room to a dining and play room, and the science room to a
dormitory. In 1972 they purchased the grounds and buildings and in
1974 extensions were built on and officially opened. Its function was
admirable but its design seems sadly below the standard of the rest
of the village.
Red Cross Building

The building still stands and is currently used as a workshop and
storage facility. The building is well worthy of inspection. Being of concrete “Portal Frame”
modular construction with varied infilling panels, it is just one of the many demountable
“quick build” systems which came into prominence during World War II. Single storey with
above average ceiling height they were used for all sorts of military purposes, canteens, and
living accommodation, offices, stores, theatres, libraries, prisoner of war hutments, etc.
When hostilities ended many of these buildings were demounted and sold off to begin new
lives, which may be the origin of this building. The portal frame principle is an established
construction form and continues to this day. One can see steel portals used in steel frame barn
construction, theatres, arenas, and bus stations where unobstructed clear spans are required.
Exposed laminated varnished timber portal frames are often to be seen in large visitor and
garden centres.

CROSS COTTAGE
Early in the 1980s, the old Red Cross building and the attached staff quarters were acquired
by a local builder, who altered and extended the staff quarters for his own occupation and
he continues to reside there today. Natural stone has been used to clad the new and the
upgraded elevations, an enclosed porch has been erected and the whole of the newly formed
bungalow was roofed with factory-made “slate look-alikes”, which over the years will bleach
down, gather some moss and lichen and will eventually be in harmony with the old stone of
the elevations.

THE DOVECOT
Just above the Red Cross Camp was once a farm known as the Dovecot Farm. Beside the road
can still be seen all that remains of the farmhouse – its east wall. A door now filled in with
stone can be discerned. At the north end of the farmyard stood the old stables and cartsheds
with their cartshed eyes. Beside this were the remains of the dovecot itself. The north wall
showed numerous nesting boxes for the pigeons, One wonders how many of these dovecots
still exist in the county. It was of a type found more usually north of the border. The design
is medieval although the building was later. Since building techniques were not learned
from books but passed from one generation of masons to the next, building styles were often
perpetuated for many years after they first originated. Perhaps this dovecot belonged to The
Villa. Certainly it did not belong to Dovecot Farm, this being more recent than, and named
after, the dovecot itself. The boundary wall, which divides the farm from the entrance to
the Red Cross Camp, has stones jutting out at intervals. What was their purpose? Perhaps
to facilitate climbing a wall, although most farmers prefer one to use the gate and so avoid
putting stress on the walls and fences!

DOVECOT, 8 WHITTINGHAM ROAD
The early 1980s witnessed the demolition of much of Dovecot Farm
including the remains of the dovecot. The brown field site thus
created was developed and a modern detached gable ended bungalow
with double integral garage constructed. In the main, the elevations
of the bungalow are clad with squared but uncoursed natural stone,
some possibly salvaged from the former buildings on the site. Further
stone was obtained from Shawdon Hall following minor alterations
there. The mason who dressed and prepared the stone for use on
the bungalow is commemorated with a plaque built in high up on
the north gable wall. The roof slopes are covered with interlocking
concrete roof tiles with the shallow pantile profile.

Whittingham Road West Side

6 WHITTINGHAM ROAD
Here two buildings have been joined together and the juxtaposition of stone and brick
chimneys marks the joining place. The back, not unusually, has one small window for the
whole length of the wall. At the front the stonework has been cemented over and marked.
There is a small decorative point on the west end of the roof.

LABURNUM HOUSE
This is the house immediately south of, and adjoining, the arch between this property and
Norfolk House. The back is of stonework matching the back of the arch and the east end is
cemented over and matches the front of the arch. The front and west ends are of stone; just
west of the arch, a door has been blocked in and a porch or porch top removed. Further west a
change in the stonework can be seen. This house, like the previous one, was two houses joined
into one. The more westerly one was originally single storey, but was added to by the builder
of No. 1 and No. 3 South View. This explains why one part of the house has stone chimneys
while the other has brick. The builder acquired the extension of Laburnum House, through
which he made an arch, by offering in return to build up the west end of Laburnum House to
two storeys.

Laburnum House

Norfolk House

SOUTH VIEW
This lane with the street name is in fact the back of the houses. The
fronts face south and are reached by going through the arch formed
by a bedroom of Norfolk House. Nos. 1 and 3 and Norfolk House stand
where once there were single storey cottages, but Norfolk House
extends further east than the cottages did. The archway was once a
two-storey extension of The Laburnum. Between it and the cottages
there was a narrow carriageway leading to the front of South View.
When the two-storey buildings were being built, Norfolk House came
so far east as to block the carriageway and so it was necessary to
make the archway. The conversion of South View led the builder to
bankruptcy and in the end he disappeared from the village without
any warning. The completion of the houses was done in the cheapest
possible way. The lower storey was stone but the top was built of
brick and hence the need for the pebble dash on top. It is thought that
the flat roofs may have been so built for reasons of economy although
a recent attic conversion has raised the roofline at No 1.

South View

FRONT STREET, SOUTH SIDE
1 - 13 FRONT STREET

Royal Insurance Fire
Mark

Lamp Bracket

This is another block of houses where the backs look less well designed than the fronts. The
houses do not seem to have been built all as one block; look at the differences in the front
stonework. No. 5 (Bank House), the former Bank and its house, appears to be older than its
neighbours on either side. In fact it used to extend slightly further west than it now does.
No. 7 has, as it were, been built ‘on top of’ No. 5. The join between No. 7 and No. 9 gives no
indication of which is the older. Another interesting feature is the way the houses are built
into the slope of the land. This is clear on No. 9. At the front a small cellar window can just
be seen above ground level; at the back the cellar is completely above ground level. Now let
us look at each house in turn. No. 1 once had a lamp bracket on the corner and a large shoptype window. Its occupants have included butchers, shoemakers and grocers. It is connected
to, and part of, No. 3 which is now a single dwelling. There are two Royal Insurance Company
marks here and others at No. 5 and No. 7. At one time such companies provided the only
available fire engines. If, when called to put out a fire, the firemen found the wrong company’s
mark on the house, they might well have turned away and left the house to burn! Looking
at the back of No. 1 (now integrated with No. 3), one sees what an interesting wedge shape
the house has. Nos. 3, 5 and 7 have attractive copingstones that are not present in any other
houses in this row. No. 5 has attractively dressed stones at each end. The backs of No. 5 and
No. 7 (which can be seen from South View) both have modern extensions.
The different heights of the roofs, the odd assortment of chimneypots and the variety of
lean-to buildings and extensions, give an utterly unplanned, almost hotchpotch effect which
is typical of Glanton and is part of its charm. No. 7 (formally John Dodds’ shop) was early
last century a grocer’s shop and the upper floor was used as a Plymouth Brethren meeting
room until the Alndale Hall was built. Near the roof at the left there is a wooden beam let into
the wall. These are found in several houses in Glanton but as yet their function is unknown.
No. 9 was once a grocer’s shop as the window reveals. Later it was used by a plasterer for
his business. There can still be seen hooks for a shop sign; the hook beside the door was for
tethering horses. A Newcastle dentist used the room to the right of the door as a surgery
one day a week. No. 11 has a modern extension at the back; No. 13, Thorne Cottage, has a
bracket for an oil lamp attached to it. Again its back door was well above ground level. Nos.
1-9 illustrate very clearly that Glanton in Victorian times was a thriving business community,
drawing its custom from a very large area around Glanton and beyond.

1 GARDEN TERRACE
Of very utilitarian design this cottage has one room upstairs and one
downstairs. Kitchens and bathrooms were almost unknown luxuries
when this house was built. Cooking was done on the coal fire range
which was in the one living room; water was brought in from outside,
as was the bath which usually hung on a nail on an outside wall.
Early farm workers’ cottages almost always had only two rooms;
either one up and one down as in this case and Strawberry Cottage,
or one either side of the door as at Nos. 5, 6 and 7 Garden Terrace, 15
West Turnpike and in Barber’s Lane. Originally at South Farm there
could even be found a one-roomed cottage.

SIMONSIDE COTTAGE, 2 GARDEN TERRACE
Turn left to find No. 2! Most of the houses at the north side of this cul-de-sac belong to Front
Street. No. 2 juts out further than the others; originally it was part of the Front Street house
it adjoins or, more accurately, the Front Street shop – for such it was. The shop premises
extended right through to the attractive, arched window at the back of No. 2. This used to
have doors on it and meal was unloaded from here. Another boot scraper can be seen here
which must have been very useful before the path was gravelled. The west door was once a
window.

3 AND 4 GARDEN TERRACE
These are the first in a series of buildings that must at one time have been a farm. However,
it is not known which land belonged to this farm, or what it was called. (One old map of 1810
shows the gardens in front of Nos. 8, 9 and 10 as being land belonging here but surely there
must have been more land for a farm of this size.) It is not certain either which is the original
farmhouse although it may well have been No. 4. Late in the l9th century No. 4 was a single
storey building used as a dwelling house. No. 3 was a byre or hemmel below with a granary
above, though it has not been used as such in living memory. By the turn of the century the
upper part was being used as a Mission Room by Methodist preachers and for other functions
that would now take place in the village hall. It was reached by steps on the west wall and
below was a coal store used by a carter who collected coal from a pit at Longframlington. No. 3
and No. 4 and the adjoining buildings were bought by a builder who added an upper storey to
No. 4 and who demolished and rebuilt No. 3. The change of stonework
can be seen at the back of No. 4 above the lintels of two blocked in
windows. No. 3 had a bricked in doorway at the back. In fact, this
was never a door but the owner made provision for one in case he
was later able to buy the garden plot behind the house. Recently a
doorway has been opened up as the plot has been purchased. Other
interesting features are the attractively rounded cornerstones on the
north-west corner of No. 3’s kitchen, a tap at the front used to serve
all the upper end of Garden Terrace and the lamp bracket on the
south wall; this form of street lighting was discontinued during the
First World War and was never recommenced, although it was many
years before Glanton received electricity.

THE FARMYARD

No 4 Garden Terrace

Opposite Nos. 5, 6 and 7 can be seen the old farmyard – now used as
a builder’s yard. The buildings on the north and east sides are now
used to store the builder’s materials but were once farm buildings.
The long building on the north side was once a stable. To the east was
more stabling and coach or cart houses. Notice the cartshed eyes, as
such arched entrances are called. In one of these stables still can be
seen the evidance of a stall for each horse, the hay-heck on the wall,
the drainage grooves in the floor and the saddle and harness hooks.
Some very old builders’ signs have been left in here. They belonged to
the father, grandfather and great-grandfather of the present builder.
There was even a dovecot at the north end of these stables which was
reached by wooden stairs against the outer wall.

8, 9 AND 10 GARDEN TERRACE

The Old Farmyard

These cottages back on to the old farmyard and must surely
have started life as more farm buildings. Notice that their brick
chimneypots have been added at a later date (as have the chimneys
of No. 4 and of several other converted houses in the village).
8-10 Garden Terrace

Simonside Cottage
Window

5, 6 & 7 GARDEN TERRACE
Here are three small cottages originally built with only two rooms each, though these rooms
have since been divided. A modern extension has been added to No. 7 and No. 6 has been
completely altered to a two-storey house. During this work it has been discovered that another
stone floor exists beneath the present one of No. 6. Nothing is known of what preceded the
cottages. Could it perhaps have been the original farmhouse? More probably these cottages
were built where an earlier house, workshop or byre stood. No. 5 has a scraper and No. 7 a
lamp bracket.
5 Garden Terrace

No. 7 has a garden adjoining it and below that is the garden for No. 6. It is thought that this
may well have been the stackyard for the farm.

THE QUEEN’S HEAD

The Queen’s Head

Once known as the Nag’s Head, the Queen’s acquired its new name in
1868 or 1869. The main part of the pub is an attractive building with
a corbelled roof. Its door was formerly further to the left, the present
porch being a later addition. However, this was not the original public
house. The pub once consisted solely of the block at the west end
behind the modern toilet extension. The join between older and newer
stonework is very clear. In later times after the main building was
constructed, this block was used by the Buffaloes Order for their
meetings. They gained entry by some outside stairs that led to a
door, now blocked in, at the east end of the room. The roof was once
pantiled and the passage between here and the Old Post House stable
was crossed by a gate whose crooks are still in the wall.

FIELD HOUSE, FRONT STREET
Here is a well-proportioned gable ended detached dormer bungalow with a single integral
garage. It was constructed around the turn of the century on a moderately sloping site by a
respected local builder.

Field House
The Byre

The property features dressed stone quoins to all windows, and external door openings and
external corners. The elevations are neatly clad with squared uncoursed natural stone of
various kinds. Velux skylight windows along with pitch roofed dormer windows serve to
provide natural light to the upper rooms. Velux windows are of Scandinavian origin and
have, because of their versatility, proved extremely popular over the past thirty years in
both new and alteration work. They are normally delivered to site pre-glazed, pre-hung and
with all weatherings pre-fixed and are usually fixed between two roof rafters without major
alterations to the roof. Included as part of the accommodation is an interestingly shaped south
facing conservatory area forming an integral part of the main structure along with its own
slated roof, thus creating an excellent suntrap area with extensive views over the Vale of
Whittingham. Man-made “look-alike” slates cover the roof slopes with the dormer windows
providing a focal point to the southern aspect. The sloping nature of the site has enabled
useful underfloor storage space to be provided with access from the outside. The old byre
noted in Glanton Woman’s Institute 1976 publication still stands and appears to be included
within the curtilage.

THE BYRE
West of the Queen’s Head and south of the Old Post House stables is a small building which
was once a byre. Notice its very old wooden lintel in the west wall. We are not so very far on
from the days when many local tradesmen kept and milked their own cow, as well as keeping
their own horse and trap. Thus a number of today’s sheds, garages and even cottages will be
found to have started life as byres or stables.

19 - 25 FRONT STREET
Here is an interesting block of buildings showing signs of being adapted to suit various needs
at different times. The Old Post House (No. 19), one of the many houses known to have been
the village post office at some time, is probably much older than the other dwellings in the
block. Attached to its south wall is a small harness room and south of that stands a
4-stall stable. These could be even older than the house, and one wonders if they may first
have belonged to the old Nag’s Head inn. The roof is interesting in that it may once have
been thatched. Thatching required a steep sloped roof to allow the rain to run off. This
roof is certainly steeper than modern ones, but as we have seen at
Glanton House, that in itself does not prove that it was once thatched.
However, the gable end stones protrude quite some distance above
the existing tiles, suggesting that the original builder was making
allowance for a thick layer of thatch. The house’s stonework is
typically less finished at the back than it is at the front. In the
south wall two earlier windows have been blocked up and replaced
by picture windows. This was made possible about 1970 when a huge
old chimneybreast was removed from that side of the house. A tiny
one-paned window in the west wall was presumably put in simply to
provide extra light to the bedroom when the old chimneybreast was
still there. The old stable at one time served the additional purpose of
a pigeon ducket. In the south wall can still be seen the entry hole for
the pigeons. The holes in the west wall were for ventilation. The roof,
The Old Post House
pantiled at one side, has had its tiles replaced at the other side. The
attractive back garden has been much improved by the present owner who has built up old
stone walls and added some new ones. A trough of flowers in the centre was made from an
old chimneypiece and the stone object with the date 1661 on its side is a church font. This
fascinating house was a bakery before its days as a post office, hence the large chimneybreast
needed to house the old kitchen range. Prior to that there was a saddlery downstairs and a
tailor’s business upstairs.
This splitting of the house into more than one apartment was typical of this block. No. 21
and No. 23 are now dwelling houses; No. 21 acquired its large shop window when occupied
by a grocer named Foggon and it is thought that No. 23 was once a public house. Notice the
windows of No. 23, their window heads are different and the left-hand one appears to be too
near to the door. It is probably an insertion and not an original part of the building. The black
door between the two houses hides a passageway, once open to the street, which was known
as Foggon’s Entry. There are stone stairs behind these houses; the three windows at the top of
these stairs were once doors since all these houses were divided into single storey flats. Even
the back of No. 21 had a different occupant from the front. The most southerly of its windows
was once a door into that back cottage. The picture window at the back of No. 23 is, of course,
a very recent addition. It was put in about 1970. To the left of this window is a building with
four doors; these were the coalhouses for this block. Imagine carrying coal from here, through
Foggon’s Entry, round the front to the Old Post House.

Foggon’s Entry

Nearby a short wall now filled with flowers was the ash pit for all these houses and was last in
use in the 1930s. Behind No. 21 is a wrought iron gate with attractive knobs on the gateposts.
These knobs were sawn off the banisters inside the United Reformed Church. On the outside
of these gateposts the original stone posts still stand. No. 25 is a dwelling house and was
the blacksmith’s until the 1860s. After that it was occupied by a fish smelter and kipperer, a
cobbler and a laundress before being used purely as a dwelling house. To the west of No. 25
is a building that was once the blacksmith’s shop. The single storey to the west of the house
is where the blacksmith’s once was. Many a schoolchild has gazed in on the way home from
school. A hole (now bricked in) at the base of the west wall must have been the air inlet for the
fire. A triangle of metal inserts was used for shaping the metal strips to go round a wheel.
The Smithy

WEST TURNPIKE

THE MINISTER’S GARAGE
For many years before it was used as a garage this building was used
as a cow byre, but its original purpose was as a Presbyterian school.
Inside can still be seen the old fire with the enormous chimneybreast.
When its function changed, so did its appearance; notice the blocked
up windows and door on the south wall. One has been blocked up
with brick. Brick alterations to stone buildings are quite common in
the village – no planning authority then! As long as the purpose was
served, appearance didn’t seem to matter too much and, surprisingly
enough, once the brick has aged and mellowed it is quite unobtrusive.
Next to the garage are the three coalhouses for the cottages. And
what is that attractive little flower-covered building to the south? The
old school toilet!
Minister’s Garage

1 - 5 WEST TURNPIKE (THE THREE COTTAGES)

Adjoining the church are three cottages that are now the property of the Church having been
left in a bequest. Two have their backs facing the road and the third, the most easterly, has
been extensively modernised; the others too have new windows to the south. Notice the lintels
that are of artificial stone. The building is mainly of squared uncoursed type but ashlar design
has been used around the new windows. It is known that they were largely rebuilt when
acquired by the Church around 1870. The newer section of high stone wall at the west of
the cottages was built in 1905. The Manse at the time lost garden land for the building of
the church hall. In compensation it was given land behind the church which had previously
belonged to the cottages; hence the new boundary wall and also a new section of wall at the
south end of the Manse garden. At the east end of the wall, bounding the lane in front of the
cottages, is a tap which was their only source of water until the early 1970s.

THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
The original part of the church was built in
1783 but the date stone cannot now be seen
from the road because of the more recently
built vestibule. Before 1783 the congregation
worshipped in the granary at Town Farm.
The church was entered from the south side,
the approach being along a narrow lane past
the cottages leading to an oblong enclosure
running the length of the church. At the west
end of this enclosure was a door into the
Manse garden. It still exists but is now the
connection between two parts of the present
garden. The two outermost windows of the
south wall were originally the doors, from
each of which an aisle ran north. By 1867
much renovation was needed and it was then
that a change to the north entrance was made.
During alterations the congregation again
had recourse to the Town Farm granary.
From 1867 to 1911 there were two porches,
one at each end of the north side with doors
facing each other across an enclosed flagged
platform. In 1891 the clock was erected in the

United Reformed Church

The Cottages

east gable of the church in commemoration of 25 years of ministry
by the Rev. Mr. Davidson. It has two bells on which the hours and
quarters are chimed. The marble slab recording the event is inside
the vestibule and has a mistaken date of 1890 upon it. The present
porch was built in 1911 replacing the two northern porches and the
platform. Designed by George Reavell of Alnwick, it is one of the more
impressive pieces of architecture in the village. One last feature of
interest is the small open belfry with its weathervane on top.

Belfry
Clock Mechanism

The interior today is dominated by a pulpit at the west end which
stands on a raised platform. The pews both downstairs and upstairs
in the gallery face west. In earlier times there was a pulpit between
the two taller windows of the south wall. The pews were arranged
on three sides around it and the gallery also went round three sides
of the church. It held as many people as the ground floor did. The
present pipe organ was installed in 1923 replacing the American
organ which had been in use since 1886. Prior to that a precentor
raised the tune using a tuning fork if he had one and singing the first
few lines until the congregation felt able to join in.
War Memorial

Church Interior

THE MANSE
The Manse was in existence in 1812 according to a deed of that date.
That the Manse is a later building than the church is obvious from
the way the Manse roof half masks a circular window in the west wall
of the church. It is also clear that there are several different periods
of building in the Manse. Notice the slight differences in stonework
and pointing. In fact, the kitchen was added on to the north side of
the house in 1869, but extensive rebuilding work was necessary in
1871 after an entire chimneystack collapsed. At this time the second
storey was added above the 1869 extension. Also of interest is the
metal plaque bearing the name of the Royal Insurance Company. The
bay windows at the south of the house and their connecting verandas
were added in 1911. At some stage the front has been cemented over
and marked as stone. As one might expect, the house faces south and
it is the back which is seen from the road.

THE CHURCH HALL
A single storey building whose gable end faces the road, this hall was
designed by Adam Hunter of Whittingham and erected in 1905 as its
date stone shows. To the left of the hall a change in the stonework
occurs. This section (with the small wooden door) is the wall of the
Manse garden. This wall is older than the hall but not as old as the
Manse. The wall at the end of the Manse was chamfered up part of its
height indicating that there was once a drive into here. Higher up the
corner is corbelled out.

15 WEST TURNPIKE

This was a farm cottage in the 1970s and was occupied by the
shepherd of the West Turnpike fields. The back wall which faces
the road, had a window inserted during renovation in the late 80’s.
The house whose outlook is southwards over the fields has walls of
squared coursed construction.
Church Hall Interior

Manse and Church

WHITTINGHAM VIEW, THE SIELING & SHENEVAL, WEST TURNPIKE
The forner two are extremely compact and
well-presented detached dormer bungalows
each located on an average size, well-tended
plot and enjoying pleasing rural views to
the south- east, south and south-west. Both
properties were constructed by the same
builder towards the latter part of the last
century, and are typical examples of easy
build, well-designed domestic architecture of
the period. Both dwellings feature squared
uncoursed natural stone claddings to the
external elevations with dressed stone quoins
to windows, door openings and external
corners. Integral double garages are included
in the specification. The double pitched
roofs are covered with factory-made natural
looking slating with the very popular Velux
windows to the front elevation, and pitched Whittingham View and The Shieling
roof dormer windows with softwood cheeks to
the rear slope. All the external joinery has been treated with a pleasing dark, easy to maintain finish. Sheneval is a
small detached “stepped” bungalow with a single integral garage built on a sloping site with materials similar to those
used on Whittingham View and The Shieling adjoining, and completed shortly after them. These three properties
share the same gravelled access drive and are in complete harmony with each other and their surroundings. Perhaps
in years to come a variety of small to medium sized trees will be planted to disguise the even grade of the site. Over
the years the site on which these three properties are built had several uses, in the main recreational.

STONECROFT, WEST TURNPIKE
It is difficult to say if this property was designed for the site or
whether it was a suitable choice selected from a book of house plans.
Whatever the design origin, the result seems to work. This is a twostorey detached dwelling constructed in the late 1980s on the site
of an old stockyard immediately behind the Memorial Hall. The site
was subject to some reshaping in order to provide a reasonably level
area on which to erect the house. Textured simulated stone blocks
of varying sizes, though all to multiples of a 3” module, have been
used to construct the outer leaf of the external walls. This permits
the work to be more interestingly coursed and bonded. The most
striking feature of this property though, is the gable ended roof which
can best be described as eccentric in profile; this has unequal slopes,
with unequal lengths with unequal angles and pitches. The roof slope
to the south-east terminates with boxed eaves above the first floor
Stonecroft
windows, whilst the opposite slope to the north-west slopes steeply to
a point just above the ground floor window level. The ridge however runs along the centre line of the structure, the
same as the majority of more traditional roof ridges. The whole roof is covered with reclaimed natural slates from a
local source and are serviceable for many years yet. Two Velux windows have been incorporated into the longer northwest roof slope to provide additional natural light for the first floor rooms.The house benefits from a detached pitched
roof double garage and workshop/potting shed which appear to have been mainly constructed from salvaged materials
of good quality.
The whole site has been imaginatively landscaped and planted with a variety of shrubs, flowers and climbers which
blend comfortably with their surroundings. The pleasant long-distance views enjoyed by the residents are a further
bonus.

GLANTON MEMORIAL HALLl
The Memorial Hall was built in 1930 as a memorial to the dead of the First World War.
The stone was some of the last to be brought out of the quarry on Glanton Hill. The Hall
was constructed by the local building firm Johnson Bros., and the exterior design features
attractive coursed stonework, a Welsh slate roof and interesting castellated porch on the
north elevation adjacent to West Turnpike. The timber panelled interior comprises the main
hall and stage with its scissor truss roof construction. The accommodation also includes
meeting rooms and kitchen facilities. An interesting note is that this was the last building to
be serviced by the spring water from the west of the village.

Castellation detail
Commemoration stone
Stage

Glanton Memorial Hall

SRINAGAR
A modern bungalow built in 1955 by one
of the owners of the local Ironmongers. Its
materials are very different from those used
earlier in the village. The walls are brick
covered with pebble dash, the window frames
steel, and the roofing material is a modern
one, yet somehow it blends in very well with
its stone-built neighbours.

Srinagar from the South

21 WEST TURNPIKE
Here is an imaginative two-storey, extensive detached dwelling,
constructed during the latter part of the twentieth century by a
respected local builder for his own occupation. One cannot fail to
note that a large proportion of the structural fabric is composed of
good quality reclaimed materials from various unusual sources, and
because of their maturity and weathered appearance have served to
visually encourage instant blending into the existing landscape.
The site is favoured with a southward slope which has enabled
the builder to take full advantage of the gradient. The external
elevations are constructed with natural stone laid up unbonded in
random rubble fashion, incorporating softwood joinery with sealed
unit double-glazing. The medium pitched main roof includes pitched
21 West Turnpike
roof dormer windows and Velux windows. Reclaimed Welsh slates
have been given a new lease of life to good effect to cover the various roofs, and it is interesting
to note the non-standard size of the slates which are 12” x 14”. Quite obviously they were
at one time “specials”, sized to suit a particular job. The slating at the eaves and verges has
severely clipped oversails in order to discourage wind lift.
To the rear will be found an extensive patio area with access to the rear garden level and the
underfloor storage area. To the front of the site the gradient has been reshaped to provide
foot and vehicle access from the highway. A gravelled hard standing features well-stocked
planting beds at various levels, steps down to the house and access to the double garage
and attached two-storey workshop. One of the secondary roofs on the front elevation sports a
working windvane in the shape of a 1939/45 wartime Spitfire fighter in flight. The property,
though located on a windswept site, enjoys stunning views to the south over the Vale of
Whittingham.

THE SCHOOL & THE SCHOOLHOUSE
The school was built in 1875 as its date
stone shows, and was said to be the second
of its kind to be erected in England after the
Education Act of 1870. Rev. Davidson of the
Presbyterian Church was keen for it to be
built and he became the first chairman of
the Board. When it was first built, a wall
separated the boys’ and girls’ halves of the
playground. A hole in the wall had a metal
chain and cup and this was the only drinking
water for the children. The extension was
originally a classroom but was later converted
to a kitchen, the school having over 100
pupils in its heyday compared with the 20 in
1976. The house adjoins the school and both
belonged to Northumberland County Council.
The land on which they stand belongs to
Shawdon Estates and is held on a 999-year
lease.Following the closure of the school, the
buildings have been used by a local business
since 1982 and the proprietors live in the
former school house.

School and Schoolhouse

Spitfire Windvane

OVERLOOK
This handsome stone house with beautiful views over the River Aln
valley and to the west was built by a Mr. Potts in 1939, a farmer
at Northfield Farm. It was intended as a retirement home for the
original owner. When it was built an independent electricity plant
was included and the foundations of this plant are still to be found to
the rear of the main house. The attractive retaining wall to the south
of the property was built with some of the last stone from the local
quarry.

BIRLING HOUSE

Overlook

This is a recently constructed two-storey detached dwelling which
can rightly claim to be the highest property in Glanton. The access
drive and substructure costs incurred to develop this steeply sloping
site must have been considerable.
The property itself has a steeper than usual pitched roof covered
with slate. Pale coloured coarse faced stone has been used to clad the
external elevations along with dressed stone water tables, copings,
kneelers and chimneystacks. Dressed stone quoin stones, laid up
dogtooth fashion, have been used at all external corners and these
not only give clarity to the shape of the building but also visual relief.
White vertical sliding sashes set in dressed stone surrounds are a
feature on all elevations. As one would expect of such an exposed
property, the eaves slating has been laid to provide the minimum
oversail. Eaves facia boards appear to have been omitted. The cast
iron half round rainwater gutters seem to be supported on adjustable
steel skeleton brackets built into the stonework. This type of support
bracket is seldom used nowadays although a few can still be seen on
several older buildings in the village. Adjacent to the property is a
pitched-roof double garage with rendered elevations and two entry
doors with eyebrow heads. The perimeters of those doors have been
picked out with narrow stone inserts.

Birling House in the background

THE EMBEANKMENT

In the late 1960s/early 70s there were four
old houses where this attractive bank now
lies. The trough of flowers was once a water
trough beneath a tap – the first piped water
to the village. It is known locally as the
Keppin’ Trow. Kepp is a Northumbrian word
meaning catch or hold. A hole at the bottom
of the trough allowed water to run into a
smaller trough beside this one. The smaller
one was for dogs to drink from and the larger
for horses. The sundial behind was taken
from one of the houses during demolition.
The four cottages were probably built by
Shawdon Estates for farm workers.
The flagpole was erected in August 1995
to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of
VE/VJ Day.

Embankment

FRONT STREET, NORTH SIDE
HEATHER COTTAGE

Here is a very small, single storey L-shaped dwelling constructed towards the later part of the
twentieth century on a very small and difficult site. Factory-made reconstructed stone blocks
neatly laid in regular courses have been used to clad the outer leaf of this factory-produced,
highly insulated, timber-framed home. Man-made substitute slates are covering the simple
uncomplicated roof slopes with a minimum oversail provided at the eaves and verges in
order to minimise the possibility of wind uplift of these elements. Once the foundations were
completed and weather permitting, the bungalow was probably completed and ready for
occupation within about six weeks. There would seem insufficient space to accommodate a
garage although the owner appears to have no difficulty parking on the site.

LAUREL BANK
It is interesting to see how this house follows the curve of the road.
It may have been built in different stages: there is a clear join line at
one of the angles of the wall. The join at the bottom is a straight line
where two buildings abut one another but at the top the stones bond
in the normal fashion. This house has been much altered in recent
years, the land has been excavated to its north side, the coalhouse has
been converted to a kitchen and rear entrance introduced at ground
floor level. The windows were replaced with modern timber frames
and what originally a false window recess has been opened up at first
floor level. A large garage-workshop has been built in random stone
to the north with access from the Croft behind

34-44 Front Street

THE CLERKING HOUSE, 40-42 FRONT STREET
40 and 42 were combined in 1978 and much altered. No. 42 was a well proportioned house
which had a shop window inserted when occupied by a cobbler. It was later a cycle shop in
the days when Glanton’s population merited a cycle club. There are still indications of a shop
sign above the central door, now permanently closed, and part of a tube which supported a
sign. There is also an unusually shaped sloping edged stone over the door; perhaps the builder
intended to put a date or monogram here but never fulfilled his intention. This house like No.
44 and those now demolished opposite is built into the hillside and one has to go up stairs
to exit at first floor level to the Croft to the rear. During alterations in the late 70s it was
found that the rear and side walls are bonded with clay making the original structure which
was probably a single storey cottage very old. Also within the house there are a number of
original Art Nouveau cast iron fire surrounds and a range installed
by William Douglas of Glanton.
No. 40, originally a one up one down infill property, still has a
battered wall which must have been an outside wall perhaps forming
a yard between Nos. 38-42. The accounts and paperwork for Dodds
butcher’s shop was done here, hence “The Clerking House”. Again the
window shows that this was once a shop. In fact, it was a baker’s
shop with a tearoom upstairs and was later occupied by a confectioner
and is now the village post office. The straight line of masonry at the
west end, which corbels out above, suggests that there was once an
entrance here.

Range installed by William Douglas

38 AND 36 FRONT STREET
The butcher’s shop and its adjoining house appear to have been built as one house. The
windows with their wooden lintels above look as if they have been altered. The door opens into
a passageway to the back premises. At the other end of the property, left of the bay window,
are some stones with a contrasting dressing around the edge, the sort used around doors or
windows. There may have been a doorway here. Beside the door of the house can be seen the
ring where customers used to tether their horses. The business closed in January 1976 having
been run by one family for over 70 years. Except for the last few years the butchers did all
their own killing at the bottom of the Playwell Road.

PROSPECT HOUSE, 34 FRONT STREET

This is an imposing house whose stone has been cleaned. The large
window at the right-hand end was the window of a grocer’s shop.
Originally there was no window but a door leading into an alleyway.
Behind that door a saddler kept his tools and materials. It was he
who first roofed over the alley and put on a door. The ornamental
screen covers what was the door of the grocer’s shop. At each end of
the house above the doors can be seen slant edged stones like that at
No. 42. Presumably these are the work of the same mason. At this
house we find a scraper and a Royal Insurance Company mark.

32 - 22 FRONT STREET

Prospect House

No. 24 and No. 22 are cottages for Town Farm. Briarwood House
combined the post office at one time and is one property. Like many
other businesses the post office had its hook for the tethering of
horses. Around the back of these houses is a grass-covered yard in
which can be found a conglomeration of small buildings. At one time
there were toilets on either side of an ash pit and coalhouses beside
these. At the north-west corner is a stable. Various additions can be
seen at the back of Briarwood House. Again these look less finished
than the fronts of the buildings.
Nos. 32 - 28 have obviously been built as one block in the Victorian
era.

Briarwood House

TOWN FARM

The farmhouse, built in the late l8th century, shows signs of
thoughtful planning. A long attractive garden leads up to a welldesigned house with unusual stonework around the windows and
attractive coping stones. Very often slightly raised window surrounds
like these are matched by raised cornerstones. In such cases the
building may well have been plastered in between. Here there are no
raised cornerstones so the lifting of the window surrounds was done
purely for effect. The decorative corbelling may have been added some
time after the house was built, since the dressing of the stones in
between is different from that on the rest of the house. An alternative
explanation for the difference is that most of the stones were dressed
before they left the quarry, but a few for the top were specially
dressed by a stonemason. Below the corbelling, the next row of stones
is wider in the middle than at the edge. The mason has known how
to hide the guttering behind the corbelling, but has not known how to
slope the guttering itself to allow the water to run away. In several
instances in the village, stonemasons have not known how to hide the

Town Farm

Boot Scraper

gutters behind the stonework. Instead, metal guttering has been fixed just below the roof.
Other points of interest are the hooks by the door for the tethering of horses and on the wall
the plaque of an insurance company; this is the only one in the village which represents the
Phoenix Insurance Company. At the east end of the house can be seen the door into the loft.
At the west, two modern windows have been put in and two old ones stoned up. There is an
attractive scraper by the door and small doors in the wall – these were the coalhole and ash
pit. Going through the iron gate into the farmyard, one finds to the left a small building with a
hole to allow hens to enter. Inside, a number of nesting holes have been bricked in. The slates
on this building are thought to have been taken from Lemmington Hall when it was being
altered. To the north of the henhouse was an old cattle yard; now a wooden top section has
been added. At the east side of the farm is a building with cartshed eye entrances; some have
now been covered up. Above are the granary windows with sliding wooden sections to allow
for proper ventilation. On the corner of this building can be seen a stone which was put there
to prevent the hubs of cartwheels from damaging the corner of the building. At one time these
could be seen on the corners of all the Town Farm buildings.

Town Farm
Corbelled Gutter

Detached from the main farm buildings is Hemmel House, a small
U-shaped single storey steading in local stone with Welsh slate
roofs and stone ridge tiles, stepping down the hillside beside a
footpath leading to Branton. The cottage in the south-east wing has a
central brick chimneystack serving rooms to either side. The working
buildings are of simple traditional construction forming byres and a
hemmel surrounding a yard.
Stone coursing at Hemmel House

GREYSTONES

This property, once a farm, consists of a very
attractive Georgian house, two small cottages
and some farm buildings. The cottages are
the original farm workers’ cottages, but the
house, for a time known as The Mansion
and also Hatkin House, was built in 1796,
replacing the first farmhouse whose exact
site is unknown. It was erected by an old
man who wished to entice a young lady away
from her suitor and persuade her to marry
him instead. The plan worked and the young
lady inherited the house on the death of
her husband. A very beautiful inheritance it
was with its classical lines, its typical Adamstyle door and its attractive raised stonework
beneath the windows. Many of its original
features still remain including the brass front
doorbell, which is rung by pulling the centre
part outwards, the Adam-style fireplaces and
the doorknobs on the inner doors; the old

Greystones

kitchen at the back of the house still reveals its original stone flagged floor, its bath lined with
decorative tiles and its set-pot over a fire. To the right of the fire there was formerly an oven.
The extension at the west end of the house is a later addition but its exact date is not known.
It is surmounted by a chimneypot of a type commonly found in the Lake District but rare in
this county. In about 1909 this extension was used as a butcher’s shop, but its west window
was not inserted until about 1912 after the business finished.
Set back from the house, and in contrast to its elegance, stand the homely cottages. Built in
a random rubble style of stonework they resemble the Joiner’s Workshop and the cottages
in Barber’s Lane which will be mentioned later. They also possess the Glanton feature of a

chimney lying the wrong way. Evidence of alterations can be found in the stonework; there is
a join to be seen in the stone between the two most easterly windows, and the end window has
a differently dressed lintel from the other two. Its actual window is older than the others, the
sash box being visible from the outside whereas the others are concealed. The dressing around
the door is different again, which could suggest a different period of building or perhaps just
a different stonemason. The chimney tops are of a style which is very late Georgian or early
Victorian and are therefore not original. Inside the cottages original black beams can be seen,
and in the kitchen an ancient black range is still there.
Nearby, the stables and coach house still stand which were part of the farm. The cartshed
eye entrances are of an attractive design and are more flattened than later ones. The original
fireplace still exists in the coach house. To the east of the property runs a well-built stone
wall; the front sections look contemporary with the house but the rear part may well have
been built with the cottages. The property well deserves the preservation order which has
been placed on it.
The house was known as the World Bird Research Station for many years but in this
millennium year it is about to be sold.

HOLLY HOUSE

Considerable improvements have been made
to this property, including the addition of
a sun porch. Great care has been taken to
preserve the character of the buildings; they
once housed a very large business which dealt
with plumbing, joinery, blacksmith’s work
and other trades. At its peak it employed
38 men. The blacksmith’s shop was next to
the house. The hole for an air inlet for the
forge can still be seen. The upstairs section,
now part of the house, was used as a joiner’s
workshop and was reached by a set of wooden
stairs on the outside wall where one of the
old village street lamps hangs. The stables
at the north end were used for the builder’s
horses and for a later occupant who, as well
as being a joiner, farmed some land down
‘The Cut’. At the opposite side of the garden
was a small building which was once used to
house the village hearse – a horse-drawn one
of course! It used to be larger to accommodate
the hearse shafts but was shortened when it
was being repaired. To the left of the hearse
house is a washhouse and toilet with an
outside tap. Below there was once a dairy
where many villagers bought their milk. It
used to have a stone tiled roof and some of
these stones are now steps in the garden.

Holly House

THE JOINER’S WORKSHOP, NOW HOLLY COTTAGE
This lies due north of No. 12 Front Street and was once two cottages. The chimney runs along
the roof ridges; once stone, it was rebuilt in brick. The stonework of the two-storey cottage
looks very old indeed. To the west of the one-storey cottage is a small coalhouse with its west
end consisting of one very large stone. A third cottage used to adjoin the east end of these two.
The shape of the gable was steeper than that of its neighbour so that it may once have been
thatched. Converted into a holiday cottage in 1999 and now open for business.

6 - 12 FRONT STREET AND 1 THE LANE
Here is an attractive group of buildings
obviously designed as one block. As usual,
much more thought has been given to the
front rather than the back, and the back
view is further complicated by extensions and
lean-to buildings. Each house in this block
is connected to its neighbour by an inside
doorway so that it was possible to go right
through from 12 Front Street to 1 The Lane.
No. 12, which is now a hairdressing business,
has an attractive portico with handsome
stone pillars. This, and its front garden,
detracts from the symmetry of the block as
does the stone balcony above the next-door
shop window. The dressing on this balcony
stone is different from that on the stone
portico. Corbelling on these two buildings
also differentiates them from the others. All
these differences suggest that, although the
building was designed as one block, they
were actually built at different times over
a period of years. It is clear that they were
6-12 Front Street
not architect-designed but planned by a good
stonemason who incorporated as many as possible of the good techniques he had learnt over
the years. It must be remembered that a stonemason only rarely had the chance to embark
on such a project as this. Much of his work would be repair work or building of farm buildings
and very simple cottages. Faced with such a challenge this builder has allowed his talent to
flourish and has provided an imposing view to those who enter the village from the south.
An interesting feature is the arrangement of chimneypots which run along the roof ridge
instead of lying at 90° to it. This feature, so rarely found elsewhere, occurs quite frequently
in Glanton and may have been the idiosyncrasy of one mason and those to whom he passed
on his knowledge. This closed shop was once a tailor’s shop employing about six men who sat
cross-legged sewing. It was also a draper’s shop and a pine shop. The tailor used to live at No.
12.
Johnston’s shop has been a hardware and plumber’s business for many years; note again the
hook in the wall where customers used to tether their horses. The back of Johnston’s shop and
No. 12 Front Street have attractive arched windows, no doubt copied from a similar one at the
back of the Bird Station. To the left of No. 12’s arched window is an attractive old ventilation
hole. To the right is a one-storey extension in whose west wall a window and door have been
blocked up. The pantiled extension to the east of this was once the stables for the tailor’s shop;
the coalhouse adjoining it has one huge stone in its south wall. The garden behind was once
walled all round; its east wall forms the basis of the buildings behind Johnston’s shop. These
warehouse buildings have interesting Victorian chimneypots, obviously designed with a more
imposing building in mind.

10 Front Street

Portico

THE LANE
This was formerly known as Barber’s Lane. No. 3 and No. 5 join the
block in Front Street but were not built as part of that block. Nos.
2, 4 and 6 are single storey cottages of random rubble stonework.
Originally, this block extended three or four yards further to the
south. The stonework is similar to that of the Bird Station cottages,
the Joiner’s Workshop and part of South Farm’s stable/byre building.
One wonders if they were all built at much the same time. There are
some attractive old door snecks and letterboxes on the doors of these
cottages. Nos. 8, 10 and 12 appear to have been built as one block
and are more recent buildings. Opposite them, No. 7 and No. 9 stand
empty. They were once used as cottages and seem to be of much
the same age as Nos. 2, 4 and 6. Nos. 11 and 13 face south and are
again more recently built. To their left can be seen the backs of Holly
House’s blacksmith’s shop and stables.
The Lane

SOUTH FARM
Here to excite the interest of students
of rural architecture is a range of farm
buildings constructed of locally quarried
stone, and which in the early 1990s were
thoughtfully and expertly converted by a
housing association into seven self-contained
living units and a range of small workshops,
without major disturbance to the original
facades and cobbled yard. As part of the
conversion, a range of lockup stores and some
under cover parking space has been provided
for the convenience of residents.
The original buildings have in the past
attracted much interest and recorded
comment. The excellent detailed description
found in the Glanton WI 1976 publication is
included here.

South Farm. An entrance just to the west
of the Playwell Road leads into South Farm’s
yard. It is surrounded on all sides by buildings,
some of which show signs of being very old.
The byre/granary at the east side is a good

South Farm

example with its huge Ashlar stonework, best seen from Barber’s Lane. The cartshed eye
entrances to the byres rest on interesting stone pillars and above, the sliding granary windows
can be seen. At the south end of this block is a dwelling house which was formerly South
Farm’s farmhouse. Despite its obvious antiquity one wonders whether it was the original
farmhouse since it appears to be a part of the byre converted into a house. At the back of it,
cartshed eyes have been filled in and windows and doors have been inserted. The roof has
been raised to accommodate dormer windows. On the front wall there are signs that there
was once a stairway here (such as would lead up to the granary). The large window appears
to be a later insertion than the others, since it is the only one having a dressing around it. At
the top left-hand corner can be seen one of the Yorkshire type of sliding sash windows.
An extension at the east end of the house may well have replaced a small building or pound

of some sort. For most of their height the two parts of the house
abut, there being a straight join in the masonry, but at the bottom
the stonework bonds correctly. With all these alterations and with its
strange roof, part pantiled, part stone and part slate, the house well
earns its local name of ‘The Crooked House’, and just to add to its
irregularity, the chimney runs the wrong way.
Its slate roofed ash pit, built on to the byres, is notable for its lack of
mortar between the stones. At the opposite side of the yard is a set of
byres and stables whose stonework is partly Ashlar and partly random
rubble, as can be seen from the Playwell Road side. It possesses
an old pantiled roof and some old wooden lintelled windows but its
doorways have been either renewed or enlarged. At its south end can
The Crooked House
be seen the one-roomed farm cottage which was lived in until about
30 years ago (1940s). The tall gable end stones, well above the slates, suggest that this roof
was once thatched. There are more byres at the north side of the yard. By its stonework the
lower storey appears to be older than the upper one. The latter is entered on the north side
by a door with no stairs below it. This must have been used for loading and unloading from
wagons and trailers. A small extension at the east end has a blocked up doorway and sections
of random rubble stonework. All these buildings and the hemmels in the Playwell Road are in
sharp contrast to the modern cattle sheds behind. Across the middle of the farmyard stands an
old stone trough behind which, until recently, were the pigsties. These and an old stone wall
which stood to the left of the trough divided the yard virtually in half.

THE PLAYWELL ROAD
2 PLAYWELL ROAD

The road takes its name from a well about half a mile down the road
on the edge of a small plantation. No. 2 was originally a single storey
dwelling house which was altered in about 1907 for a Dr. Wilson who
came to live here from The Laburnum. He eventually left Glanton for
Harley Street (two of his sons are now Members of Parliament) and
he was followed by Dr. Trevor-Roper. (Dr. Trevor-Roper used No. 30
Front Street as his surgery, the front part of the property being the
surgery while the pantry at the back formed the dispensary.)

4 & 6 PLAYWELL ROAD

Here is an attractive pair of houses with interesting door and window
surrounds and cornerstones. There are decorative coping stones and
corbelled ends on the roof. The gable end of No. 4 is wider and of
different shape from No. 6 because of an extension to the east. This is
because the Georgians, when extending a house, did not simply add
a lean-to building but virtually built another house back-to-back with
the first one.

Playwell Road

THE HAVEN & DALEVIEW
During the late 1980s South Farm experienced a change of use to some of its buildings at the
south end of the site. During the 1990s the remainder, at the north end, were demolished and
the site was cleared for the construction of four detached dwellings.
By January 1st, 2000 two chalet bungalows had been erected and occupied. Both were
constructed with elevations of squared uncoursed natural sandstone with dressed stone
quoins to the external corners and window and door openings. Double pitched roofed dormer
windows complete with boarded cheeks emerge from the front and rear main roof slopes thus
providing some interest to the roofs, which are covered with interlocking slate look-alike roof
tiles. Both properties are provided with single integral garages. Hardwood front entrance doors
have been used on both houses; the windows
and other external joinery items have been
treated with a currently fashionable dark
stain finish.
What we see here is a typically late twentieth
century well-insulated mid range domestic
development situated on a small site. It is
interesting to note that housing development
on ‘brown field sites’ is not confined entirely
to town centre and urban locations.

The Haven Dale View

1 - 8 PLAYWELL COURT

Playwell Court was constructed in the mid 1980s on land formerly
used as allotments, and is owned and managed by a housing
association.It comprises a thoughtfully designed terrace of five twostorey houses and one single storey house. A further two semidetached
single storey dwellings are located nearby, and which form part of the
same development.
The external elevations of all the properties are coated with a pleasing
low relief jointless textured finish in a light stone shade. A narrow
smooth cement rendered band has been applied to the perimeter of
some window openings and painted a contrasting colour to relieve the
monotony. A similar feature has been applied for the full width of the
terrace immediately below the fascia board supporting the eaves gutter.

Playwell Court

Medium red concrete pantiles have been used to good effect to roof the properties, finishing
with reconstructed stone water-tables at the plain gable ends. The monopitched front door
canopies, tiled to match the main roofs, add functional relief to the rather stark facades.
The use of varnished hardwood front doors may be seen by some as a mistake. Painted
raised panel front doors would probably have been more in sympathy with the elevations.The
properties are provided with individual front gardens and small rear general-purpose areas.
The continuous boundary twinleaf stone ‘planter wall’ enables the tenants to grow small
alpines, spring flowers, low creepers and the like at about shoulder level.
Brick paved open parking areas to accommodate about twelve vehicles have been provided.
This, along with areas of stone cobble, flag paving and specimen tree planting, indicates that
visual appeal had not been overlooked at the design stage. Though a cul-de-sac, Playwell
Court has footpath access to Playwell Road. To the north, long distance rural views are
enjoyed.
This development is a good example of what can be achieved with a small infill site. The
result, though naturally modern, is people-sized and in harmony with other properties in the
locality.

THE CAUSEWAY, NORTH SIDE
1 - 7 THE CAUSEWAY

There are now three houses adjoining No.
2 Playwell Road. Originally there were four
more standing on the site of the modern
bungalows. Although No. 1 and No. 3 follow
the same building line, there is a definite join
in the stonework and the former appears to
be the older of the two. Like The Villa, it has
a hole, roughly hewn out of the stone of its
thick west gable wall, for hiding Communion
wine. Also like The Villa, it has inside its
windows wooden shutters which, when not
in use, form attractive panels at the window
sides. These two properties have been made
into one dwelling. No. 3 was once the home
of a curate of St. Peter’s Church. It is older
than No. 5 which has been built ‘on top’ of
it. The position of its chimney shows that
No. 3 originally extended further east and a
straight line in the masonry where the two
houses join suggests that there was once a
door there. No. 5 jutting out further towards
West Acres and The Causeway
the road has a modern extension at the back
which replaces a lean-to extension. Originally it had only one room upstairs and one down. At
its door stands the familiar boot scraper. No. 7 was once a shop. The east wall was completely
renewed after the collapse of the original one and a large extension built at the back slightly
later in the 1980s. In the west wall metal crooks indicate where a gate or door once crossed
the passageway. Behind these crooks is a stone with a mark scratched on it – a mason’s mark,
perhaps. At the back of the house a pantiled extension has been built slightly masking an
upstairs window. The door in the east wall has been bricked up. The old outside tap remains
at the back of the house. Old maps indicate that there was once another row of houses behind
this row. The remains of a building were visible behind No. 5. It was at one time used as a
fuel store for the village hardware shop.

9, 11 AND 13 THE CAUSEWAY (NORTH SIDE)

Here we have a terrace of three single storey dwellings built by the Local Authority soon after
World War II. This type of social housing is designed primarily to cater for the housing needs
of the disadvantaged elderly, normally retired couples who are still reasonably active. In rural
areas the occupants would often be former agricultural workers living in ‘tied cottages’, who
were obliged to vacate the premises on retirement. Or maybe they were at one time tenants of
Local Authority owned housing whose family had grown up and left home, leaving the parents
with a property too large for their current needs.
This terrace, although located directly to the north and to the east of long-established stone
built properties, does not seem out of place. The Local Authority design team were obviously
careful with the selection of materials in order to achieve a satisfactory blend with the
existing older dwellings. The external elevations display a considerable amount of stone and
the concrete roof tiling has now weathered nicely.
These three properties are sited behind a natural stone parapet wall; each enjoys well-tended
private gardens to the front and rear.

MOUNT VIEW
1 - 7 MOUNT VIEW
A block of four and a block of three two-storey terraced houses erected
by the Local Authority in the early 1950s. As with so many similar
properties built at around the same time, the accent was on quantity
and strict budgetary constraints made no allowance for a pleasing
visual aspect embracing varied elevational treatments.
The properties have rendered and pebble dashed elevations. Roof
coverings are of interlocking concrete roof tiles with a semi-pantile
profile. The severely restricted eaves and verge oversails are
interesting to note. The purpose and function of these features in
windy locations is to minimise the possibility of wind generated uplift
of these vulnerable roof elements. Several former tenants have taken
advantage of the ‘Right to Buy’ legislation of the 1980s. The general
appearance of their properties has been enhanced by the addition of
porches, patio doors, replacement windows, hardwood front entrance
doors and imaginative garden layouts. In improving the quality of
their property and lives they have, in addition, improved the quality
of their immediate neighbourhood.

Mount View

8 - 9 AND 10 - 11 MOUNT VIEW
These two pairs of semidetached two-storey houses were constructed by the Local Authority
during the 1960s. As one would expect, more thought was given to the design, and the
selection of more up-to-date materials is evident. Both pairs have brindle brick gable ends
incorporating wrap-around piers to the external corners. The front and rear elevations have
a roughcast rendering applied, probably to complement the similar sort of finish to Nos. I - 7
nearby. The roofs are covered with profiled, granular surfaced interlocking concrete roof tiles
with oversailing verges and painted bargeboards.
Again, one or two of these properties are owner-occupied and in consequence, have been
improved and upgraded, providing a not unpleasant variation to the street scene.

1 - 4 THE JURIES
A small development located at the eastern end of the village,
constructed during the 1990s on the site of a former spinney. The
development comprises four properties, three bungalows and one
two-storey house, all detached and enjoying extensive long-distance
views to the east, north and south. Externally the properties are clad
with variegated textured simulated stone blockwork laid in regular
courses with contrasting quoin stones to the external corners. It
is regrettable that substitute materials have been used when this
county abounds with natural stone. The roofs of Nos. 1, 2 and 3
are covered with factory-made slate look-alike interlocking tiles with
simulated stone water-tables on the gable verges. The roof of No. 4
has been covered with flat smooth concrete interlocking roof tiles
laid to provide a fair oversail at the eaves and verges, which serves to
give added interest to the roofscape. Conservatories have been erected
by the owners of Nos. I and 4 which, in addition to providing increased
living area, also help to relieve the monotony of ‘sameness’ on the
development in general. Red gravelled entrance drives and wellplanted beds have also helped the development to merge naturally
into the existing village scene.

The Juries

BUILDINGS IN THE PARISH
DENE HOUSE

Dene House is located on a sloping site adjacent to an even steeper
road just to the north-east of Playwell Road-A697 crossroads. A
local map dated 1769 records no evidence of a property on the site,
however, a later map dated 1810 does. It is therefore safe to assume
that Dene House, whatever shape or form it took, was built between
those two dates. We know that in 1811 a Dene Farm existed which
comprised the house and seventy acres of land, and in 1814 the whole
was leased for the princely sum of £150 per annum. The following
year Dene House was sold to a John Tewart for £4650; no mention is
made of the seventy acres being included in the sale, although in 1815
the sum of £4650 would have purchased a considerable amount of
real estate. Eventually Dene House became a hotchpotch of attached
and detached buildings to fulfil various purposes, all constructed of a
variety of durable, and in some cases suspect, short-lived materials.
Dene House
At one time the complex was used for part resident, part industrial,
and part storage purposes. Certainly, for many years during the twentieth century and
possibly earlier, part of the premises was used as a slaughterhouse serving local farmers and
butchers. Years of vandalism and neglect followed until about twenty-five years ago when the
buildings were razed and the site cleared. The construction of the existing property followed
soon after which permitted the re-use of much of the salvage materials.
Dene House now is an oblong gable ended bungalow with a pitched roof and entrance porch to
the front, also under a pitched roof. The roof slates are of regular size and appear to have been
recycled. Uncoursed random rubble natural stone walling has been used on the porch front
and two end walls. It may be that insufficient natural stone was available because the rear
elevation is of unknown composition beneath a peculiarly textured cement render.
The windows appeared to have been replaced in recent years with the ubiquitous white PVC
type which appear somewhat incongruous in this situation. A pair of patio doors is installed
in the north-east gable which provides pleasing long-distance rural views. A block paved
parking area is located at the south-west end of the site. It is evident that the present owners
are making a major effort to create attractive planted and recreation areas; also the aspect of
the existing loggia at the south-west end lends itself admirably to the cultivation of climbing
plants.

NORTHFIELD FARM
An attractive stone built south facing range of typical Northumbrian
farm buildings converted into two houses.
The farmhouse is a four unequal bay, two-storey building in local
sandstone with Welsh slate roof over and typically proportioned
fenestration. To the rear is an old single storey extension with the
central back door set with a small pitched roof over.
The original yards to the south of the property have been removed
and a two-arched hemmel with granary above is attached to the
western gable of the house. The arches are interesting as they
are three centred rather than the typical segmental of the locality.
The granary floor has been removed making a large open room.
Attached further to the west are a larger granary and a range of
byres and hemmels forming a new house. The right-hand byre has
been faithfully rebuilt reducing its projection from the two segmental
arched hemmel; the gables to the byres have what appear to be

Northfield Farm

ventilation openings with sills much like on a dovecot.
The outbuilding to the north consists of a store, earth closet (the
box has been removed), an ash pit and two pigsties. The ash pit and
pigsties have vertical timber screens reproduced from the originals
by the present owner. To the east are a further store and the rebuilt
remains of a two-room single storey cottage with corrugated iron
sheet roof now used as a hay barn.

MILE END FARM

Granary over hemmels

As the name suggests the farm is situated
one mile due west of Glanton.
The farmhouse is a well-sited three-bedroom
bungalow completed December 1984,
designed by James Murdy and constructed
by D. P. Builders Limited, Amble, for the
present owners.

Stone Trough

Salvaged sandstone with dressed quoins,
artstone heads and sills, all over brick founds
and roofed in Spanish slate over deep timber
bargeboards, all well constructed. Projecting
south-facing timber window bays form an
unusual feature to the bedrooms; a large
picture window to the sitting room has commanding views over
Whittingham Vale. Part of the north elevation is in buff facing brick,
which confirms the period of this house.
The original farm buildings are much as expected, constructed from
stone, which probably came from the quarry in the fields to the
north-west a few hundred metres away. The farmhouse was partially
demolished to provide stone for the new bungalow; what remains is
a lowered building with several of the ground floor features visible,
such as cupboards, fireplace etc., and is now used as a general store
and double garage.

Mile End Farmhouse

The fold yard has been opened up and concreted, the implement shed
to the south side has been removed, evidence of its roof can be seen in
the wall to the adjacent granary which forms part of a range of twostorey hemmel and granary buildings to the west. A purposeful flight
of stone steps leading to the main granary remain, the buildings
returning to form the north wing have been adapted as stables.
To the north and west of the old buildings is a group of roofed in yards
which have been erected in recent years, the latest addition being
a five bay portal building sheeted in grey box section steel panels
and fitted out to a high standard to accommodate modern farming
practices.

MILE END COTTAGE
Originally two small cottages that were part of Mile End Farm. Much altered in recent years,
the basic structure is of sandstone probably from the same quarry as the other farm buildings.
The roof is in a Redland ribbed interlocking concrete tile and now has a single chimneystack.
The windows throughout have been double glazed along with other modern improvements.

THE HAMLET OF GLANTON PYKE
The hamlet of Glanton Pyke lies on the West Turnpike about 3⁄4 mile west of Glanton and
comprises seven houses and farm buildings originally in single ownership and known as
Glanton Westfield Estate. The estate was acquired in 1706 by the Mills family and in 1820
by Henry Collingwood. It remained in the Collingwood family ownership in its entirety until
1988 when the Hall, Stable Cottage, grounds and some parkland were sold.

Dog Kennel
Dovecot

THE HALL
The house dates from 1770 and was altered and extended by John Dobson for Henry
Collingwood in 1829. The ashlar five bay south front has doorway and window detail similar
to that of Glanton House but the proportions are broader. The east front is plainer and
received a porch when Dobson reoriented the plan and extended the north-west wing which
features a bellcote on its north gable. On the north side is a fine tooled ashlar stable range,
which incorporates Stable Cottage at its west end. The stable yard is enclosed by a wall, again
in tooled ashlar that incorporates a stone dog kennel, old privy and game larder. The roofing
material is predominately Welsh slate.
During the Dobson renovation West Turnpike was re-routed to the north of the house and the
fine north boundary wall and entrance screen built. The English brick bond walled garden
lying in a hollow to the east incorporates a
heated north wall and probably dates from
the same period. The south wall of the garden
was built on the late 18th century ha-ha that
runs east/west to the south of the house.
About 80 yards west is a small stone built
arbour, probably early 20th century. It has
a slate roof and Venetian arch in its openfronted east gable.
South-west of the house on the edge of the
woods is a dovecote and animal shelter. The
construction is of random coursed sandstone
and tooled quoins with a Welsh slate roof, and
features a castellated tower. The building,
dating from the late 19th century, was
restored and returned to its original form and
use in 2000.

STABLE COTTAGE

The Hall

As previously noted, the cottage forms the west gable of the stable
range. The two-storey portion was built in 1770 and originally
comprised a single room above a coach house. In the mid to late 19th
century the coach house was converted to ground floor accommodation
and in 1988 during renovation, the plan reoriented. The trapezoid
form of the plan gives rise to an interesting skew arch over the garden
gate and a roof ridge that heightens as the plan broadens to the east.

Stable Cottage

Bellcot

GLANTON PYKE FARM
This fine group of buildings includes the
farmhouse, cartshed and forge, stable range,
granary and dairy. The date is uncertain
but the masonry and architectural detailing
are similar to the earliest work on the Hall
and would seem to suggest therefore that
the majority of the building work took place
around 1770. Construction is predominately
tooled ashlar with Welsh slate roofing.
The well proportioned farmhouse south front
is dressed ashlar sandstone, with the north,
west and east elevations in tooled ashlar
matching the farm buildings. The corbelled
twin stacked chimneys on the east gable and
the mounting block on the north-west corner
of the house are of note. In 1988 the house
was renovated and extended to the northeast and a conservatory added to the south
elevation.
The forge, tooled sandstone arcades to the
hemmel and cartshed, together with the
interesting cantilevered external stone
staircase to the granary, are architectural
features to note. The dairy roof ridge
incorporates some unusual fireclay decorative
vents.

Glanton Pyke
Farmhouse

Mounting Block

Glanton Pyke Farm Buildings

LOW PYKE
Low Pyke lies some 400 yards north of Glanton Pyke farm and enjoys
spectacular views to the Cheviots. The cottage is a storey and a half
(i.e. with rooms in the roof) and is constructed with coursed rubble
sandstone with tooled quoins and a roof of mainly Welsh slate. The
property was extensively renovated in 1999.

CONCLUSION

Low Pyke

So we end our tour of Glanton, which has seen days of Georgian splendour, the busy activity of Victorian
commercialism, and latterly the relative quiet of 20th century village life. It has been suggested that the community
may once have been centred around a village green. The street is so unusually wide and the Town Farm and the
Queen’s Head set so far back that there would have been ample room. It is the Victorian blocks of Front Street which
are closer together whereas the older blocks of South View, the Bird Station Cottages and Barber’s Lane were wide
apart. Did they once surround a village green or is their position simply due to their development around the early
cluster of Glanton farms? Whatever, the end result is very pleasing and truly Northumbrian in character.

